DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

House should be an appanage of the Crown, to be
used as a residence by her eldest son and those who
succeeded him, while two of her daughters should
live in the houses on the estate which she had given
them. But with the stables converted into a school
for Naval Cadets, with a wing of the house occupied
by convalescent officers, with the rooms used by the
Queen and the Prince Consort closed, and with the
State-rooms periodically open to the public, the whole
character of Osborne, as she had meant it to be, was
radically and ruinously changed. Convalescent officers
would be sunning themselves on its terraces and
strolling in its gardens, small boys would be riotous
in the barrack-like building erected on the site of
the stables and in the playground. She had intended
to give Princess Henry and Princess Louise quiet
country houses here, just as she had given Frogmore
House and subsequently Cumberland Lodge in
Windsor Park to Princess Christian, the third daughter
who lived in England, and these changes nullified the
spirit, if observing the letter, of her will. King Edward
offered to extend the ground attached to Princess
Henry's residence, ensuring her a bigger privacy, but
it was childish to imagine that any such extension
could compensate the effect of the main conversion,
which rendered the houses which the Queen had
given her daughters undesirable residences. A con-
versation took place in the garden at Osborne between
the two sisters and their brother, and on the day
of his Coronation the King informed his Prime
Minister of the magnificent gifts he had made to his
people,
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